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The "Undertakers" besides, as we have said, were necessarily
inclined to take the popular side \ they endeavoured to cut
down the scandalous list of pensions; and they induced the
Parliament to pass Bills for making the tenure of the Irish
judges secure and for extending the Habeas Corpus Act to
Ireland, which, however, were rejected by the English Council.
In this liberal policy they found a champion in Henry Flood, a
young man of remarkable powers, and possessing solid gifts as
a public speaker, who was destined to play a conspicuous, if a
somewhat questionable part, on the stage of Irish History, in
after years.
In 1767, George Lord Townshend, a brother of the better
known Charles, assumed the reins of power at the Castle; his
Viceroyalty gave a new turn to affairs in Ireland. Townshend
was sent over by the English Ministry to carry out, in Ireland, .
a policy dear to the heart of the king; he was to break down
the authority of the " Undertakers," as Bute and Henry Fox
had tried to break down the authority of the great Whigs of
England; but he proved a vexatious and unsuccessful bungler.
After much opposition, and with great difficulty, he contrived
to obtain from the Irish Parliament a vote for the "Augmen-
tation," as it was called, of the Irish Army; and he promoted
the enactment of an Octennial Bill, corresponding to the
Septennial Act in England, for limiting the existence of the
Irish Parliament. This probably was a Machiavellian policy;
for the "Undertakers" and, indeed, the Irish House of
Commons were, at heart, strongly opposed to the measure;
but Townshend turned Protestant Irish opinion against them;
he had persuaded himself that the change would increase his
chances of destroying the " Irish interest," which he had begun
for some time to hate. He was checked, however, in his
career, by a sudden quarrel with the Irish House of Commons
upon the subject, on which, eighty years before, it had come
into conflict with Lord Sidney, aod with regard to which it had